
2015 Point-in-Time Count 
Iowa Balance of State Continuum of Care 



Point-in-Time & Housing Inventory 101 
 The Point-in-Time Count (PIT) is a count of all homeless clients on a single night.   

 Emergency shelters (including motel vouchers) 

 Transitional Housing 

 Subpopulations (Chronic, Veteran, Youth, etc.) 

 The PIT count is the only count that includes actual unduplicated counts (not 
estimates) from programs that do not use the homeless management information 
system (HMIS). 

 Programs not on HMIS submit data on a voluntary basis. 

 Unsheltered Homeless Count – a count of clients: 

 Sleeping on the streets or in places not meant for habitation on the night of the count 

 Housing Inventory – a count of beds in: 

 Emergency shelters (including motel voucher programs) 

 Transitional Housing  

 Permanent Housing (includes Rapid Rehousing, Permanent Supportive Housing) 

 The Iowa Balance of State CoC count was conducted on January 28, 2015.   

 

 



2015 BOS Point-in-Time Totals 
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2015 DSM/Polk Point-in-Time Totals 
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2015 PIT BOS Veteran Totals 
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BOS Population Density Map  



2015 BOS Emergency Shelters 
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2015 BOS Transitional Housing 
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BOS Utilization Rate 
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BOS HMIS Bed Coverage 
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BOS Sheltered Homeless Subpopulations 

Subpopulation Type 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Chronically Homeless 

Families 
N/A 10 26 12 14 24 

Chronically Homeless 

Individuals 
*Veterans 

69 93 98 92 64 
60 

11* 

Severely Mentally Ill 
224 210 250 274 309 303 

Chronic Substance 

Abuse 
221 259 334 280 270 299 

Persons with HIV/AIDS 
1 1 1 3 1 0 

Victims of Domestic 

Violence 
284 321 373 355 375 375 



BOS Unsheltered Homeless Subpopulations 

Subpopulation Type 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Chronically Homeless 

Families 
NA 0 0 0 0 0 

Chronically Homeless 

Individuals 
*Veterans 

22 11 31 16 15 
9 

9* 

Severely Mentally Ill 
10 5 20 19 19 3 

Chronic Substance 

Abuse 
13 9 16 3 20 13 

Persons with HIV/AIDS 
0 0 1 0 0 0 

Victims of Domestic 

Violence 
3 1 4 0 8 2 



BOS Data Highlights and Summary 

 Large increase in Unsheltered Homeless count (+34) including more 

unsheltered veterans (+11). 

 Reduction of both Emergency Shelter beds (-8) as well as clients (-78) both 

individual and families. 

 While Transitional Housing bed count went down (-37) the number of clients 

increased (+86) a large portion of which were children (+60). 

 This is the first year for gathering Parenting Youth and Unaccompanied Youth 

data. 

 There has been an increase in the Sheltered population every year since 2010, 

and an increase in the Unsheltered population in 5 of the last 6 years. 

 Bed Utilization as well as HMIS Bed coverage is consistently higher in 

Transitional Housing as compared to Emergency Shelter.  



Questions on the Point-in-Time Count? 

Contact: 

Institute for Community Alliances 

515-246-6643 

 

Gary Wickering, HMIS System Administrator 

gary.wickering@icalliances.org 

 

Dave Nelson, HMIS System Administrator 

dave.nelson@icalliances.org 
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